
 
 
Essential Question 

How important are local elections and ballot measures? 

Objectives 

Students will: 

● Understand the many important positions in state and local government. 

● Understand that local elections and ballot measures have a great 

impact on their lives. 

● Analyze the merits of candidates and ballot measures in their local 

elections. 

Overview 

Often times, state and local elections are overshadowed by the media’s focus 

on national elections. But it is more often the local officials and laws or 



ordinances that affect daily life the most. The We The Voters film “Hot Tips to 

Rock the Ballot” explores the importance of down ballot voting—looking 

beyond the national contestants to the local candidates where most of 

government’s direct impact on people occurs. After viewing the film, students 

will examine the merits of local candidates and ballot measures. 

Materials 

● We The Voters film, “Hot Tips to Rock the Ballot Booth” 
● Copies of Student Handouts: 

○ Handout #1: Voting Ballot 

○ Handout #2: Down Ballot Investigation 

● Voting Ballot Answer Key 

Procedure 

Opening Activity: Ask students how their day started. List the different things 

they did to get to school and write their responses on the front board. They 

should have a list that looks something like this: 

● They turned on water for a shower and to brush their teeth. (City or 

county operate and maintain the water supply.) 

● They ate a little breakfast. (State or local health departments make sure 

the food they eat is safe and properly prepared and packaged.) 

● They traveled in a car or on a bus. (Streets and roads are built and 

maintained by state and local governments. Traffic signs and laws in 

place to make their journey safe.) 

https://vimeo.com/180771523


● They arrived at school. (State and local governments fund and operate 

school systems.) 

Now ask students to identify the different ways their state or local government 

was involved with those actions. What did local government do to make sure 

those services were delivered or make sure they went smoothly? (Refer to the 

answers in parentheses.) Ask students what their morning might look like if 

they didn’t have those services. 

Main Activity Instructions: Now tell students they’re going to take a close 

look at the state and local government officials who are involved in setting up 

laws, ordinances, or policies to make government work for the people. Tell 

students that it’s a good idea for voters to know who is running for these 

positions and the policies they promote so that government operates 

efficiently, effectively, and by the will of the people. Local candidates and 

ballot measures often have a much greater impact on daily life than federal 

officials. 

Film Viewing: Divide the class into small groups and distribute Handout #1: 

Voting Ballot. Have the class watch the We The Voters film “Hot Tips to Rock 

the Ballot Booth.” Show the film more than once if necessary. Provide time for 

students to complete the questions on the handout. Review answers with 

students using the Voting Ballot Answer Key. 

Down Ballot Investigation: Keep students in their small groups. Distribute 

Handout #2: Down Ballot Investigation to each group. Have students review a 

current voter’s guide for an upcoming election. Voter’s guides can be obtained 



from your state’s Secretary of State Office or elections bureau or the local 

League of Women Voters. Have students work in their groups to review the 

candidates running in one down ballot race and review one ballot measure. 

After students have completed their handouts, have them share their findings 

with the class. 

Extension Activity 

1. Have students develop their own political campaign for one of the 

candidates of down ballot positions or one of the ballot measures that 

they support. Have students start with the information they gathered 

during the lesson on down ballot races and do a little more research. 

Have them develop position statements, speeches, commercials, and 

bumper stickers promoting their candidate or cause. Consider using 

the We The Voters film “We Represent” as inspiration. 

Additional Resources 

● State Secretaries of State 

https://ballotpedia.org/Secretary_of_State_(state_executive_office) 
● League of Women Voters http://lwv.org/get-involved/local-leagues 
● Voter Registration 

http://www.eac.gov/voter_resources/contact_your_state.aspx 

Teacher Resource: 
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/lessons-plans/7-short-video-lessons-on-the-presidential-ele
ction/ 
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